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What does Jesus-formed community on mission mean to you?
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Ukraine

... the world watched, stunned and over-

whelmed, as Russia invaded their neighbor-

ing country, Ukraine. There were immediate, 

pressing needs as cities in Ukraine were over-

run, homes were destroyed, and lives were lost. 

The reports were shocking and personal for 

our church community as we saw missionaries 

become refugees. Pastors we support saw their 

flocks become scattered, and many families 

were broken up in the initial chaos.

In this type of  dangerous, chaotic situation, 

trustworthy information is a critical need. The 

question on everyone’s mind became: who 

should be believed or trusted? Because our 

church has a 30-year history of  mission in-

volvement in Russia and Ukraine, we were able 

to come alongside those in need from the first 

moments of  the invasion.

Governments and international organizations 

were slow to respond to this crisis, but the 

body of  Christ in Ukraine was already on the 

ground. Amid a terrible situation, God quickly 

began to move through his people in wonder-

ful ways. Surrounding communities contacted 

Ukrainian believers in hotspots to identify their 

needs. The church began to act immediately, 

coming from inside and outside the country, 

calling or showing up to help. 

Joining Christians around the world, we en-

gaged in the conflict through our ties to the 

body of  Christ in the region. Many current and 

former missionaries became advocates, form-

ing bridges between the immediate needs in 

Ukraine and the resources of  their home coun-

tries. As all of  this unfolded, it became clear 

that an incredible network of  com-

munication, cooperation, and action 

was in place and functioning—the 

network of  the body of  Christ!

Prayer, compassion, and resources 

began to flow out of  the hearts of  

God’s people around the world to-

ward the urgent situation in Ukraine. 

As each was moved by God to give, 

the little streams of  generosity 

swelled together into a great river of  

response.

Our church partnered again with 

many churches and gospel organiza-

tions we have served with globally in 

the past. Those years of  fellowship 

and cooperation in church planting, 

leadership training, national and re-

gional conferences, and the Calvary 

Chapel Bible Colleges have created 

bonds of  trust and understanding 

for working together in this extreme 

moment.

This effort, and your response as 

a church, is a beautiful example of  

how we, as the body of  Christ, can 

do what no one person can do on 

their own. Our body, together with 

other believers from around the 

world, has responded to the needs 

as a practical expression of  the com-

passion and love of  Jesus.
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“But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that by believ-
ing you may have life in his name.”

John 20:31

“The place God calls you to is the place 
where your deep gladness and the world’s deep 

hunger meet. ” -Frederick Buechner




